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POLITICAL ACTIVISM IN RUSSIA: CAUSES, PECULIARITIES AND RESULTS
Introduction

Political activism appears when big social groups form their political self-consciousness that is based on the conviction in the necessity, possibility and legality of the changing of their position in the system of intergroup relations and to wide extent – in the political system of the society in general. In the contemporary Russia social security, which is connected with “social assistance” of the population, went down to the permissible level of danger. Threats are concentrated around direct and feedback links between the social sphere and the economy: major negative impulses come from the economy. And vice versa, the disastrous state of social sphere imperils the economy immediately. A danger of a social explosion gradually increases. As the situation develops, it is more likely, that the social explosion will shape into local rebellions, riots, regional conflicts or centrifugal processes in regions.  
Generally, countermeasures guaranteeing social security can be presented as a triangle: economic growth, adjusted social policy and state democratization. 

A commodity model of economic modernization leaves the Russian social security extremely vulnerable. It is necessary to adopt a model of the self-reliance economic growth. That is to rely on the industrial national culture and on the speeding up “the catch up model” of modernization. The economic growth will ensure quick expansion of the taxable base and will enable the resolving of the chronic budget crisis. The growth will be linked with increasing number of jobs and mass solvent demand. It will strengthen formation of the middle class.

Social policy can be carried out via three main directions: compensatory, amortization and problem-oriented. In the first case, the state compensates the losses connected with the development of the recent economic situation to the economically weak strata of the population. In the second case will be established a safety net that ensures the broad cross-section of the population security from all principal social risks. This safety net has to correspond with a real living standard in the country. The problem-oriented social policy is targeted to solve the most important social issues which appear during the social and economic development. Among these problems we can enumerate a middle class problem, youth problem, poverty problem, socialization of lumpen-persons problem, small towns and towns with one working factory problems. These issues should be treated with the help of special social programs with the discrete priority hierarchy. 
Democracy is a non-violence of social life, a public control over a decision making, a political equality of citizens. Therefore, it is necessary to strengthen the levels of democratic management of the state, first of all, at the local level and at the level of cooperation between governmental and non-governmental actors. It is necessary to overcome the gap between domestic and foreign policy. 

Political Activism
Meanwhile, engaging people in the process of the social development strategy implementation and in the achieving political process goals fraught with unpredictable consequences. Struggle and passion, which is part and parcel of the political activism, can be directed both against vital interests of the ruling political order in general and in the end against the activism itself. It occurred because of the ambiguity of the activism forms. Some of them are inherent to the people’s spontaneous activity in the liberal societies: demonstrations, pickets, referendums, strikes, etc. Spontaneous activity in the authoritarian societies as a rule is directed against society “enemies”. It is expressed in all kinds of xenophobia actions, in intensification of the struggle language, in the increasing political deformation, etc. Political activism in the transitional societies can shape the most unexpected forms and be provoked both by the people’s spontaneous activity and by the mobilization.
Russian Women’s Political Activism
In Russia the beginning of the political activism was in the late 1990-es and the early 2000-s. For example, women’s spontaneous political activism we can see in the soldiers’ mothers movement that was initiated yet in the early 1990-s because of the “dedovshina” phenomenon in the army (violence against younger conscripts in the army). During the Chechen campaigns this type of the Russian women’s spontaneous political activism took the organized form. Meanwhile in full measure it was presented by the activity of the “Pussy Riot” group in 2013. They distinguish themselves by the recognizable theatrical identity. To a certain extent the “Pussy Riot” deed was followed by Russian feminists. On March 8th, 2017 six women-feminists tried to make fires action in Moscow and Saint-Petersburg. They demonstrated under the slogans: “All Power to Women”, “Woman for the Presidency”, “Woman to the Patriarchy”, “We are the Majority”. Theoretically the political statements of these groups could have been heard and it’s context could have been discussed widely if only both of them didn’t overwhelmed by the careless and improper form of expression – dances in the temple’s altar zone and display of the slogans above the grotto at the Kremlin wall in Alexandersky garden. 
The same can be referred to the Ukrainian movement “FEMEN” whose key method of getting attention to the issue is naked women’s breasts
. Because of such ambiguous forms of their protest broadcasting actions like these groups’ performances could question the possibility of any women’s political activism at all.  

Russian Youth’s Political Activism
This type of the Russian political activism is ambiguous. It can be subdivided in “pro-Kremlin” and so called “pro-Navalny”. 
Pro-Kremlin Youth’s Political Activism

Thereupon is very interesting the example of “Nashy” and “Youth Russia” whose distinctive sign was their “dress code” – T-shirts with the logo “Nashy” and varied actions to say the least of it can be called gutter provocations that undermine the authorities’ prestige which they understand and try not to repeat this fault
.  
After the anonymous attack on journalist O. Kashin in 2010, “Nashy” Commissar Irina Plesheeva – the head of the Russian Youth Mass Media Development Center, the Civil Chamber of the Russian Federation – said during one of the sessions that journalists in order not to be murdered must stop to “provoke it”
. Maria Drokova the federal speaker of the movement became well-know after one event in her life that is the meeting with the President of Russia Vladimir Putin during his visit to “Seliger” camp and she was so overcome by the emotions that she kissed him. This topic served the basis of the clearly provocative anti-Russian movie called “Putin Kiss” produced by the Danish director Liza Pedersen in 2012. In 2017 “Yes-patriot” Maria Drokova obtained the US green card and published in her Instagram: “I'm so excited and grateful to receive a green card and get closer to the citizenship in my home country”
. One more example of that kind – ex-leader of “Youth Russia”, State Duma ex-deputy and Tula region ex-deputy minister of interior politics Maksim Mishenko. In March 2017 he was sentenced to imprisonment for 2,5 years for fraud with grants using his official position. 
The trajectory of the political evolution of the movements “Nashy” and “Youth Russia” proves once again the “Iron law of oligarchy” developed by Robert Michels. They started as the spontaneous youth political activity and soon they turned into the organizations that created their own oligarchy strata which leaded them to the collapse.

Other interesting example of the mobilized political activism that was criticized on the main federal TV-channels is the group “Russian Officers”. They became famous after their action to hamper the exhibition “Jock Sturges. ABSENCE OF SHAME“ that was held in the late September, 2016 in the The Lumiere Brothers Center for Photography in Moscow. As the result of the “Russian Officers” actions” the show was closed. It is interesting that like the “Pussy Riot” performed in short colorful dresses and balaclavas, and the “FEMEN” demonstrated naked trunk, just the way the “Russian Officers” wore military uniform striped with the logo “Center for Crime Prevention” and “Efficient Youth Detached Force «Russian Officers»”. It proves that political behavior of the groups is fastened in the symbols inherent for them or at least in the loud visual marks. 
One more extremely interesting example of the pro-Kremlin youth activism is the phenomenon of the United Russian Military and Patriotic Social Movement “YouthArmy”. The main initiator of it turned out to be the Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigy. The Russian President Vladimir Putin supported the idea. Practically everywhere the “YouthArmy” got the support on the level of the governors and the heads of the big military units. Main goal of the movement is to arouse the interest among the rising generation towards geography and history of Russia and its people, its heroes, outstanding scientists and commanders. Any pupil, military and patriotic organization, club or rescue team can join the “YouthArmy”. 
At their free from study time “YouthArmy” soldiers will work to preserve memorials, obelisks, keep the memory vigils at the Eternal Flame, do volunteer works, take part in big cultural and sports events, will be able to obtain secondary training and first aid skills.
Pro-Novalny Youth’s Political Activism
This type of the youth’s political activism appeared to life by the functioning of the “Good Machine of Propaganda” of Alexey Navalny that was created as an agitation tool in the Russian election campaign in 2011-2012. “GMP” had two goals: to find information about the abuse of authority and it’s spreading in the social cycles. In the priority sequence was arranged the working methods and forms that can be used: posts in the “lifejournal” blog, in Twitter, e-mails, posts on forums, in local networks, stickers, graffiti, traditional letters, postcards, car-stickers, street leaflets, postbox leaflets, videos, CD-disks with information thrown into the postboxes, plates and signs in residential neighborhoods, newspapers. Elementary and costs-free actions let every “GMP” participant to embrace minimum a hundred people. 
In 2017 “GMP” effect was prolonged by the Fund for Struggle against Corruption (FSC) movie called “He is not Dimon for you”. Alexey Navalny found the format that would be popular. Movie full of “memes” and “jokes” and fair talk as an equal – that is what youth like. 
Teenagers are predisposed to be critical but perceive politics as a space of goals and targets that are alien to them, where they are just objects of the “patriotic upbringing” without any possibility for self-realization. Teenagers seek for active deeds that is often coupled with risks and giving a dare to the established order (“roofers” and “hookers” subcultures). This request couldn’t find the response in the civil activity because the civil space they see as strange and foreign. 
That is why youth often resorts to the “Controlled Chaos” technology in the form of the “peaceful rebellion” or flashmob – criminal carnival or “shopping rebellion” using social networks that together forms “clever crowd”. Noteworthy that in all the types of the “clever crowd” activity there is a layer of the population aged between 17 and 29. These actions could have been realized thanks to the increasing society informatization (approx. from the early 2000-s). Robotics, wireless communication, 3G, social networks (Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn), Skype, WhatsApp, spreading of the cheap gadgets tied the society together, made it “transparent”.  
The “peaceful rebellion” is a political demonstration discussed beforehand in the social networks. The goal of such meeting is to impeach the legitimacy and adequacy of the ruling elite in the people’s eyes. In the late March, 2017 in Moscow was held unsanctioned meeting that supports the information of the Navalny’s FSC. It is important to notice that this meeting was characterized by the mass youth participation, including senior high school students, that was unexpected both for participants and for the authorities. 
Flashmob is a planned social action also discussed beforehand in the social networks. A large group of people appears suddenly in the certain place and after some special actions disappears the same way. Flashmod is characterized by the seeming unexpectedness of actions; the nuances of senselessness and chaos of the plan; the strict role of every participant; the necessity not to provoke negative attitude of the public. 
The examples of such youth flashmobs are dance flashmob or metro flashmob (in Moscow and S.Petersburg guys in rabbits masks jumped over the turnstiles). 

Classic flashmobs are in crisis now. Created at the peak of the “clever crowd” in 2003, most of the mobers communities in the social networks and in the blogs are abandoned now. They were dispersed gradually by the officials first in Belorussia, then in Russia. Law amendments about meetings and processions imply that “mass simultaneous people’s stay in the public places” can be fined if it entails disorderly conduct (that can be interpreted freely).

 Criminal carnival is held by the organized mass disorders followed by pogroms, destructions, and car and infrastructure arsons. This type of the youth’s activism is absolutely nonrelevant for Russia. 
Such seemingly sudden social flashes are the attractors in the social system and it can lead to the chaotization of the social structure. The structure of the “peaceful rebellion” not so innocent as it could have seemed. 10% are the organizers who real-time direct the crowd activity the way they need. 30% are recruits that act for money and half of them are fighters. Their goal is to foment trouble to raise the attention of the law-enforcement bodies. The least of them (about 60%) are the Internet communities participants who were informed about such “meetings” beforehand. 
There are several differences between the “clever crowd” and the traditional one: the speed of formation (minutes against 3-6 hours), the way of organization (the “clever crowd” participant has strict duty), the way of direction (continuity of command in the “clever crowd”), amount (the traditional crowd up to 20 thousand people, the “clever crowd” – several hundred). The theory of the “controlled chaos” occurred there and combine the elements of destruction and creation of the desired structures. 
� On January 23d, 2017 the movement “FEMEN” announced its disintegration. � HYPERLINK "https://news.mail.ru/politics/28520028/?frommail=1" ��https://news.mail.ru/politics/28520028/?frommail=1� ( accessed 23. 01 2017) 


� E.g. pouring out sewage, public defecation on their opponents’ cars, etc. 


� “Kommersant” journalist Oleg Kashin was brutally beaten on November 6th, 2010 near his house in Moscow. � HYPERLINK "https://ria.ru/trend/Kashin_attack_investigation_08112010/" �https://ria.ru/trend/Kashin_attack_investigation_08112010/� (accessed 12 03 2015); See also: Just not to “provoke for murder”. Nezavisimaya newspaper, November 10th, 2010. � HYPERLINK "http://www.ng.ru/politics/2010-11-10/1_kashin.html" ��http://www.ng.ru/politics/2010-11-10/1_kashin.html�  (accessed 26 03 2017.)  


� Хороша Маша Дрокова- да не «наша» . МК.RU // http://www.mk.ru/social/2017/03/14/khorosha-nasha-masha-drokova-da-ne-nasha.html( дата обращения 23. 01 2017)





PAGE  
4

