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Europe and Beyond:
Boundaries, Barriers and
Belonging

In encouraging presenters and other conference participants
to think Beyond Europe we wish to consider contemporary
developments, processes, practices and subjectivities not only
through the lens of Europe and European sociology, but also as
central to the development of sociology, or sociologies, for the
present and the future. We cannot and should not ignore the
factors which are re-shaping Europe from within, such as the
effects of globalisation, nationalism, populism and migration
and, of course, ‘Brexit’. However, it is also crucial that we
continue to look towards the possibilities of a global sociology
which also takes account of the local without being parochial.
Boundaries and boundary making spans the sociological
spectrum, from how we create and reinforce the markers of
distance and difference in social interaction, through the ways
in which communities and groups are divided from each other
by ethnicity, class, gender, sexual orientation and other
dimensions of inequality. Boundaries are underlined through
the extreme divisions of our living conditions: homelessness,
ghettos and gated communities. Divisions are being reinforced
between citizens and non-citizens as well as between Europe
and the rest of the world. Social, symbolic and material
boundaries affect us all.

We will also explore the Barriers which reinforce these
boundaries: barriers to movement, whether for asylum,
migration, work or education; barriers to reflection and
understanding; barriers to better living conditions; barriers to
cooperation and empathy; barriers created through politics
and policy —intended and unintended.

Belonging is an increasingly contested idea, reinforced as
nationality through populism and the far right, disrupted by
war, violence, racism and other forms of rejection. It is also
created and re-created in communities of necessity and choice
and through intimacies, transformations of the self, and our
understandings of home. New types of belonging are emerging
through virtual networks and communities which challenge
both traditional and sociological thinking.

The 14th ESA conference will offer opportunities to engage not
only with the content of sociological research and theorising,
but also with the ways in which our discipline has been and is
being shaped, both in and beyond Europe. Where are the
boundaries of the discipline? How can we address barriers to
its development both inside and outside of academia? What
does it mean to belong to the community of sociologists?

We are sure that the conference will give a wide range of
sociologists, other academics, practitioners and fellow
travellers, an excellent opportunity to present and engage with
research and scholarship and also to explore the potential
influence of sociology in the public sphere. The conference
theme calls for thinking in new ways about persistent
inequalities, for challenging dominant discourses and for
taking a fresh look at abstract concepts in order to better
understand how sociology can contribute, both in theory and
practice, to the unmaking and rethinking of ‘boundaries’ and
‘barriers’ and to understanding ‘belonging’.

Types of Sessions

While Research Network and Research Stream sessions cover
the immense variety of sociological inquiry, Plenary, Semi-
Plenary and Midday sessions offer the opportunity to engage
in core debates.

Plenaries (P) address the main conference theme.
Semi-Plenaries (SPs) discuss the main conference theme from
the viewpoint of different fields of research. They promote
discussion between speakers, next to that with participants.
SPs are based on proposals made by the ESA Research
Networks. This time, four of them were open for abstract
submission.

Midday (MD) sessions cover topics which are relevant for
sociology as a discipline and/or for the day-to-day work of
sociologists.

Research Network (RN) sessions feature research papers
submitted in response to the Call for Papers. The majority of
sessions is organised by ESA's 37 Research Networks.

RNs are open to all ESA members. Note that many RNs
organise Joint Sessions (JS).

Research Stream (RS) sessions are made by sociologists from
several European countries who come together to organise
sessions on specific sociological topics. RSs are self-organised
bodies with a loose structure which is determined by the
researchers who join the stream. While some RSs are regularly
organising sessions at ESA conferences, other RSs offer ad hoc
sessions around spur-of-the-moment topics.

Session codes:

Regular sessions are sorted by the number of Research
Network (RNO1 to RN37), Joint Session (JS_RNO1_RN13 to
JS_RN35_RN37) and Research Stream (RSO1 to RS20).

Numbers after the underline character indicate in which
timeslot the session took place:

_01 Wednesday 21 Aug 2019 11:00-12:30
_02 Wednesday 21 Aug 2019 14:00-15:30
_03 Wednesday 21 Aug 2019 16:00-17:30
_04 Wednesday 21 Aug 2019 18:00-19:30
05 Thursday 22 Aug 2019 11:00-12:30
_06 Thursday 22 Aug 2019 14:00-15:30
_07 Thursday 22 Aug 2019 16:00-17:30
08 Thursday 22 Aug 2019 18:00-19:30
_09 Friday 23 Aug 2019 11:00-12:30

_10 Friday 23 Aug 2019 14:00-15:30
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Plenary 1

Chaired by ESA President Scott, Sue

Europe Otherwise. On
Decolonization, Creolization, and

Inter-Imperiality
Boatca, Manuela

Institute for Sociology University of Freiburg, Germany

Social theory has long operated with universal categories
extrapolated from a sanitized and sublimated version of
European history that ignores both the experience of the East
and the South of Europe, as well as the West’s colonial and
imperial history. In order to contest the definition power of
ahistorical universals — from the nation-state through
citizenship rights and up to modernity — it is imperative to
productively complicate the very notion of ‘Europe’. |
therefore suggest that conceiving of Europe as a creolized
space, or as Europe Otherwise, is one way to do so. The
approach of Europe Otherwise takes into account the regional
entanglements to which European colonialism and imperialism
have given rise since the sixteenth century and makes it
possible to rethink Europe as a political, cultural, and economic
formation from its forgotten borders in the Atlantic and the
Caribbean Sea today. | argue that focusing on Europe’s current
colonial possessions in the Caribbean and their corresponding
geographical referent, Caribbean Europe, is a way to challenge,
i.e., effectively creolize established understandings of Europe’s
colonial history as a thing of the past, of a white European
identity as the norm, and of the borders and scope of the
European Union as confined to continental Europe. Mapping
the theoretical and political implications of Europe Otherwise
thus offers as a way out of systematically producing exceptions
to a singular European norm by revealing them as rules when
seen from multiple and unequal Europes instead.

Biography

Manuela Boatcd is Professor of Sociology with a focus on
macrosociology at the Albert-Ludwigs-University Freiburg,
Germany. She was Visiting Professor at IUPERJ, Rio de Janeiro
in 2007/08 and Professor of Sociology of Global Inequalities at
the Latin American Institute of the Freie Universitat Berlin from
2012 to 2015. Her work on world-systems analysis,
postcolonial and decolonial perspectives, gender in
modernity/coloniality and the geopolitics of knowledge in
Eastern Europe and Latin America has appeared in the Journal
of World-Systems Research, Cultural Studies, South Atlantic
Quarterly, Political Power and Social Theory, Social Identities,
Berliner Journal fiir Soziologie, Osterreichische Zeitschrift fiir
Soziologie, Zeitschrift fiir Weltgeschichte, and Theory, Culture
and Society. She is author of Global Inequalities beyond
Occidentalism, Routledge 2016 and co-editor (with E.
Gutiérrez Rodriguez and S. Costa) of Decolonizing European
Sociology. Transdisciplinary Approaches, Ashgate 2010 and of
Global Inequalities in World-Systems Perspective (with A.
Komlosy and H.-H. Nolte), Routledge 2017.

Plenary 1

Democracy, Populism and After
Wieviorka, Michel

Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Fondation
Maison des Sciences de 'Homme, France

In the late 80s, democracy was not really challenged in
Western intellectual and political spheres — it was mainly
considered as the opposite of dictatorship and totalitarianism.
It was possible, therefore, for Francis Fukuyama to state, in
1989, that there was no alternative to it and that we were
entering the “end of History”. Markets and democracy had
triumphed. In 2019, only 30 years on, we know that even if
democracy hasn’t entirely failed, it is being subjected to major
challenges. In this plenary address | will deal with the
contemporary perspectives on, and limits to, democracy in
Europe, including an analysis of populism. | will argue that
‘Populism’ is a mythical political formula, which resolves, via an
imaginary discourse, all kinds of contradictions, up to the point
that it becomes impossible. Then the myth explodes, opening
the way to extremism, authoritarianism, nationalism,
boundaries, barriers and awful belongings or identities. The
main problem then is what comes AFTER POPULISM.

Biography

Michel Wieviorka, Professor at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en
Sciences Sociales, is the President of the Fondation Maison des
Sciences de 'Homme (FMSH). From 2006 to 2010, he was
President of the International Association of Sociology AIS /
ISA, where he created the encyclopedia online Sociopedia, and
has been a member of the ERC (European Research Council)
Scientific Council since 2014. He heads SOCIO (with Laetitia
Atlani-Duault), which he launched in 2013. His research has
focused on conflict, terrorism and violence, racism, anti-
Semitism, social movements, democracy and the phenomena
of cultural difference. His more recent books include Evil
(Polity Press), Retour au sens (éd. Robert Laffont), Antiracistes
(éd. Robert Laffont), Face au mal (éd. Textuel). He is currently
leading an international and multidisciplinary scientific
program on violence and exiting violence.



Abstract Book | 14th ESA Conference | Europe and Beyond: Boundaries, Barriers and Belonging | 20-23 August 2019 | Manchester

Plenary 2

Chaired by ESA Conference Committee Co-chair &
Vice-President Soler-Gallart, Marta

Cities of Fears, Cities of Hopes, and

the ‘Refugee Crisis’
Meer, Nasar

University of Edinburgh, United Kingdom

There is a pressing intellectual challenge to re-think two
coterminous concerns: the rediscovery of the ‘local’ and the
city in particular, and an understanding of the experience of
displaced migration in European cities. Drawing on Bauman’s
(2003) distinction between ‘cities of fears’ and ‘cities of hopes’,
this keynote will ask what a focus on the ’local’ can tell us about
recent developments in the governance of displaced migrants
and refugees. Taking a multi-sited approach spanning cases in
the south and north of Europe, it will discuss the challenge of
housing and accommodation in particular, to consider how
local and city level approaches may reproduce, negotiate and
sometimes significantly diverge from national level policy and
rhetoric, and what these means for our understanding of cities
and migration today.

Biography

Nasar Meer is Professor of Race, Identity and Citizenship in the
School of Social and Political Sciences at the University of
Edinburgh. He is the Principle Investigator of the JPI ERA Net /
Horizon 2020 GLIMER project, examining the governance and
local integration of migrants and Europe’s refugees, and Editor
in Chief of the Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power.
His publications include: Islam and Modernity (4 Volumes) (ed,
2017); Interculturalism and multiculturalism: Debating the
dividing lines (co-ed, 2016); Citizenship, Identity and the
Politics of Multiculturalism: The rise of Muslim consciousness
(2015, 2nd Edition); Racialization and religion (ed, 2014), Race
and Ethnicity (2014) and European Multiculturalism(s) (co-
edited, 2012). In 2016 he was awarded the Royal Society of
Edinburgh (RSE) Thomas Reid Medal for excellence in the social
sciences, and in 2017 he was elected as a Fellow of the
Academy of Social Sciences.

Plenary 2

Narratives of Hope: Self-Worth and
the Current Crisis in American Society
and Beyond

Lamont, Michele

Harvard University, United States of America

With growing inequality, the American Dream, and its
equivalents elsewhere in the world, is becoming less effective
as a collective myth. With its focus on material success,
competition and self-reliance, neoliberalism is leading the
upper-middle class toward a mental health crisis while the
working class and low-income groups do not have the
resources needed to live the dream. It also generates a
hardening of symbolic boundaries toward various groups. One
possible way forward is broadening cultural inclusion by
promoting new narratives of hope. | will discuss approaches to
achieving this goal. | will go on to discuss the role of culture
and belonging in the promotion of collective well-being and
conclude with an exploration of the implications of my analysis
for Europe and other advanced industrial societies.

Biography

Michele Lamont is Professor of Sociology and of African and
African American Studies and the Robert I. Goldman Professor
of European Studies at Harvard University. She served as the
108th President of the American Sociological Association in
2016-2017 and she chaired the Council for European Studies
from 2006-2009. She is also the recipient of the 2017 Erasmus
prize for her contributions to the social sciences in Europe and
the rest of the world. A cultural and comparative sociologist,
Lamont is the author of a dozen books and edited volumes and
over one hundred articles and chapters on a range of topics
including culture and inequality, racism and stigma, academia
and knowledge, social change and successful societies, and
qualitative methods. Lamont is Director of the Weatherhead
Center for International Affairs, Harvard University; and Co-
director of the Successful Societies Program, Canadian
Institute for Advanced Research.
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Plenary 3

Chaired by LOC Chair Pollock, Gary

Migration and Refugees in a Global
World: The Case of the

Mediterranean
Hanafi, Sari

American University of Beirut, Lebanon

The world is witnessing unprecedented movements of
refugees and labor workers all across the globe. In 2018, there
were 68.5 million refugees, a 50% increase from the previous
year. 80% of refugees come from Arab region. There are 20
million displaced people in the Arab world, a number that rises
to 54 million when including economic migrants. The number
of stateless people is also witnessing an increase, amounting
to 15 million in 2018. In this paper | will unfold some features
of the current migrants and refugees mobility in the
Mediterranean, then | will point out three societal implications
in relation to politics, religion and identity. First, the politics of
disinformation  about  refugees/migrants and their
scapegoating has encouraged totalitarian trend and politics of
agnotology; second, the very presence of refugees/migrants
has transformed the religion landscape in host societies and
their will have major effect in the politics of (non-)integration
in Mediterranean states, and finally identity politics is the dark
side of pluralism, a concept dear to Peter Berger. Pluralism
needs the management of cultural relativism and universalism.
How would they be reconciled?

Biography

Sari Hanafiis currently a Professor of Sociology at the American
University of Beirut and editor of Idafat: the Arab Journal of
Sociology. He is the President of the International Sociological
Association. Recently he created the “Portal for Social impact
of scientific research in/on the Arab World” (Athar). He has
also served as a visiting professor at the University of Poitiers
and Migrintern, University of Bologna and Ravenna, and CMI
(Bergen). He is the author of numerous journal articles and
book chapters on the sociology of religion, sociology of
(forced) migration; politics of scientific research; civil society,
elite formation and transitional justice. Among his recent
books are: Knowledge Production in the Arab World: The
Impossible Promise (with R. Arvanitis); From Relief and Works
to Human Development: UNRWA and Palestinian Refugees
after 60 Years (co-edited); The Power of Inclusive Exclusion:
Anatomy of Israeli Rule in The Occupied Palestinian Territories
(edited with A. Ophir & M. Givoni, 2009).

Plenary 3
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SPO1 | Urban Futures

Organised by LOC Members Pieri, Elisa &
Walker, Catherine

The Metropolis and Contemporary
Life: The Times and Spaces of the
Interdisciplinary in the Cities of

Tomorrow
Keith, Michael

University of Oxford, United Kingdom
centre.director[atlcompas.ox.ac.uk

The call for research that is interdisciplinary can at times both
obscure the challenges and mask the opportunities of
academic work across different disciplinary foundations,
paradigms, ethical challenges and normative analysis of 21st
century city life. In this talk, Michael Keith considers how
emergent cities might reconfigure both the foundations of
conventional professional expertise in city contexts and open
up new ways of seeing, thinking and organising academic
research and engaged practice in the contemporary city.

Biography

Michael Keith is Director of the Centre on Migration, Policy and
Society (COMPAS) at the University of Oxford, co-ordinator of
Urban Transformations (the UK Economic and Social Research
Council’s portfolio of investments and research on cities), co-
Director of the Oxford Programme for the Future of Cities and
the Director of the PEAK Urban Research programme.
Michael’s research focuses on migration related processes of
urban change. His most recent work is the monograph China
Constructing Capitalism: Economic Life and Urban Change
(2014). He is currently completing (with Les Back and John
Solomos) a book entitled Power, Identity and Representation:
Race, Governance and Mobilisation in British Society. Michael
also has substantial experience working on racism and the
criminal justice system in the community and voluntary sector
and as a politician. He is a co-founder and chair of the Rich Mix
Cultural Foundation, a major cross cultural arts centre in East
London, and has served as leader of the London Borough of
Tower Hamlets, chair of the Thames Gateway London
Partnership and a commissioner on the UK Government’s
Commission on Integration and Cohesion.

SPO1 | Urban Futures
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SP0O2 | Populism, Racism and
Everyday Life in Europe

Organised by ESA Executive Committee
Members Massari, Monica & Nare, Lena

Towards a Critical Theory of
Nationalism and Contemporary

Authoritarian Capitalism
Fuchs, Christian

University of Westminster, United Kingdom
c.fuchs[at]westminster.ac.uk

This presentation asks: How can we critically theorise
nationalism and right-wing authoritarianism today? In the first
part, a criticism of using the notion of “populism” for
characterising contemporary far right movements is given and
a criticism of the two most-cited books on nationalism is
presented: Ernest Gellner’s “Nations and Nationalism” and
Benedict Anderson’s “Imagined Communities”. In the second
part, an alternative theoretical approach is presented that
focuses on foundations of a critical theory of authoritarianism,
nationalism and authoritarian capitalism. It advances a critical
concept of nationalism grounded in the works of Karl Marx,
Rosa Luxemburg, and Eric J. Hobsbawm. The approach of Rosa
Luxemburg as critical theorist of nationalism is discussed in
relation to the approaches of Otto Bauer and Lenin. In the third
part, a typology of how nationalist ideology is communicated
in the public sphere is presented. The fourth part presents an
analysis of the communication of nationalism in four case
studies: 1) Donald Trump’s use of Twitter in the US Presidential
Election 2016; 2) user-comments on Boris Johnson and Nigel
Farage’s Facebook-pages in the 2016 Brexit Referendum; 3)
the use of Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube in the German
Bundestags-election 2017 by the Alternative flr Deutschland
(AfD) and its supporters; 4) user-comments on Facebook
posting made by the leaders of the Freedom Party (FPO: Heinz
Christian Strache) and the Conservative Party (OVP: Sebastian
